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OVERVIEW 
THIS DOCUMENT This guidance statement provides a framework for developing 

procedures relating to the role of perioperative staff in the event of 

An Emergency situation / Code Black within the Hospital / Unit 

PURPOSE To assist in the development of contingency planning 

           SCOPE              All perioperative staff 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
 

The multidisciplinary health care team must be prepared for emergency / code black situations 

by ensuring that contingency plans are developed, current and available to the perioperative 

team. 

Emergency / Code Black is a situation requiring police attendance due to its threatening the 

safety of one or more persons.  

Emergency / Code Black situations may include, but not limited to, Firearm, Child abduction, 

CBRE (chemical, biological, radiation, explosive device or substance), offensive weapon, and can 

be identified or suspected to be occurring. 

Topics for consideration in the development of procedures include: 

 Ethical considerations 

Reduction and Readiness 

Response 

Recovery  
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Standards  
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